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LET’S SET THE RECORD STRAIGHT… 
 
HEADLINES CAN BE MISLEADING.  The challenge  
we face is that words matter.  And when one word is  
used to mean several different things, it inevitably  
creates confusion.  For example, sometimes a business 
that wants to add status to its name will call itself a bank 
even though it is not an insured depository institution. 
 
For example, Bear Stearns was not a commercial bank.   
It was not an insured depository institution.  It was an 
investment bank.  The word bank is also applied to 
mortgage firms.  Their function, their purpose and their 
regulation differ from federally insured depository 
institutions.  Those headlines and news reports that keep 
repeating the word banking crisis overlook the fact that 
the subprime lending crisis was caused by unregulated 
brokers and Wall Street institutions, sometimes using  
the title bank  — not by regulated, insured banks. 
 
Banks are regularly and thoroughly examined by state 
and/or Federal regulators who focus on institutional 
performance, soundness and risk management.   
Federally regulated banks employ underwriting 
practices to avoid losses and to promote safe and 
sound operations.  And when they do not operate appropriately, their regulators, who visit them annually, 
will require corrective action.   
 
Franklin D. Roosevelt once said, “The only thing we have to fear is fear itself.”  Rest assured, America’s 
banks are safe, sound and serving their communities.  The safest place for your money is still in the bank.  

Riddle:  
What do the following words have in common, besides that they all have at least two double letters?  
     banana     dresser     grammar     potato     revive     uneven     assess  (answer  on page 2) 

NOVEMBER 4TH — EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO VOTE!!  When the polls open on Election Day, U.S. citizens 
over the age of 18 will be able to cast a vote.  However, too often we take that right for granted.  Listening to news 
broadcasts, we hear about “elections” in other countries where there is only one party running, or opposition voters 
are terrorized or even killed.  We must never forget that voting is a privilege and a responsibility.  It defines our nation 
as a democracy, and in a democracy there is nothing more fundamental than having the right to vote. 
 
Voting in America is easy; it takes no longer then 15 minutes.  Please, remember to vote on Tuesday, November 4th! 
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FORWARDING STATEMENTS 
Please remember that your monthly statement and correspondence from the bank cannot be forwarded.  If you 
have completed a forwarding mail request at the Post Office be sure and notify the Bank of your forwarded  
address.  The bank also offers e-mailed statements.  Sign up for this great service today! 

Answer to Riddle  on page 1:   

For all of the words listed, if you take the first letter and place it at the end of the word, and 
then read the word backwards, it will be the same word! 

IT’S ALL A MATTER OF PERCEPTION... 
 
A man pulled into a gas station on the outskirts of town.  As he filled his tank, he 
remarked to the attendant, “I’ve just accepted a job in town.  I’ve never been to 
this part of the country.  What are people like here?” 
 
“What are people like where you came from?” the attendant asked.   “Not so 
nice,” the man replied.  “In fact, they can be quite rude.”  The attendant shook 
his head.  “Well, I’m afraid you’ll find the people in this town to be the same way.” 
 
Just then another car pulled into the station.  “Excuse me,” the driver called out.   
“I’m just moving to this area.  Is it nice here?” 
 
“Was it nice where you came from?” the attendant inquired.  “Oh, yes!  I came from  
a great place.  The people were friendly, and I hated to leave.”  “Well, you’ll find the 
same to be true of this town.”  “Thanks!” yelled the driver as he pulled away. 
 
“So what is this town really like?” asked the first man, now irritated with the attendant’s 
conflicting reports.  The attendant just shrugged his shoulders.  “It’s all a matter of 
perception.  You’ll find things to be just the way you think they are.” 
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